Dramatic pyrexic and cardiovascular response to intravaginal prostaglandin E2.
The efficacy of prostaglandin E2 (PGE2) for the induction of labor in pregnancies complicated by IUFD or missed abortion has been demonstrated. Gastrointestinal and pyrexic side effects are frequently observed. The following report describes two patients with documented IUFD who experienced a dramatic pyrexic and cardiovascular response to the intravaginal PGE2. In addition, evidence will be provided to account for this unusual pharmacologic reaction, as well as provide a method of managing this unusual side effect.